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<<m_h03m To The Shire Of Lake Grace

- to our wide open spaces, salt lakes and stars. Enjoy a
leisurely stroll down the streets of a country town where
everybody says hello. Travel the open road and take your
time to see both the natural and farming landscapes or
venture off the beaten track to see our wildlife —
kangaroos, emus, echidnas, wedge-tail eagles and,

if you're lucky, the mallee fowl.

The shire stretches from Tarin Rock in the west to Hatters

Hill in the east, and covers 9245 km2. The most notable
features of the shire are the many natural shallow salt lakes
- crystal white or beautiful shades of pink, green, tan and
mauve. The lakes, rimmed by samphire and tall paperbark
shrubs, host a unique range of flora and fauna.

The area has a temperate climate and cool evening breezes
in the summertime, so is ideal for travellers. When in the
lakes country you will find a range of accommaodation,
dining and touring options to suit your budget. if you need
directions or tour ideas just ask the friendly locals.
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HISTORY

Nyoongar people occupied the southwest of WA for at least
40,000 years before European settlement, and significant
aboriginal sites within the region include Wave Rock and Lake
Dumbleyung. The area was explored in the early 1800’s by
sandalwood collectors, by John Septimus Roe in 1848, and
later by pastoralists looking for arable land.

In 1893 John Holland and his partners cut the now famous
Holland Track from Broomehill, across the Shire of Lake Grace,
through bush to the Goldfields. The team travelled nearly
530 kilometres in 65 days, often through dense scrub, and
established a more direct route from the goldfields to the
south—west of WA. Hundreds of prospectors and their families
trudged overland on this track in their quest for a fortune on
the Golden Mile. Their cartwheel ruts can still be seen in
uncleared bush near the Lake Grace/Newdegate Road, in the
old Lake Biddy townsite and in the Dragon Rocks Reserve.

Lake Grace is a shire created around agriculture and
community spirit. Settlers came with few possessions to farm
bush blocks with no facilities and little fresh water. Early settlers
lived in rough temporary dwellings on isolated farms and
gradually built communities and towns throughout the shire.

FARMING

The Lake Grace area is a major grain-growing region for wheat,
canola, oats, barley, lupins and other legumes. Crops are
harvested in early to mid summer and delivered to the many
large white ‘wheat bins’ you will see throughout the shire.
Another main agricultural industry is the farming of sheep
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for wool and meat. Some farmers have also diversified their
businesses to include yabbies (small freshwater crayfish), wine
grapes and oil mallees.

WHAT TO SEE AND DO

With larger than average nature reserves, you can picnic and walk
in bushland heaths of native eucalypts, grevillea and banksia.
Granite rock outcrops form a reliable water catchment and have a
rugged beauty, with orchids blooming at their base in the spring-
time and hardy kunzia and verticordia in crevices on the top. Sitin
a quiet spot and take in some bird-watching - rainbow bee-eaters,
colourful galahs and honeyeaters are all common.

Expect to see and photograph a wonderful array of wildflowers.
The best time for viewing is mid August to mid November each
year when the sand plains are transformed into a sea of colour.
Times of flowering may vary due to rainfall and seasonal
conditions. Some of our many species are rare or endangered
so please don’t pick the wildflowers.

The Shire of Lake Grace is a photographer’s dream with its vast
skies and horizons. Discover the natural beauty of our distinctive
eucalypts (stately Salmon Gums, Kondinin Blackbutts and
mallees) and our very colourful salt lakes. Paddocks of wheat
and canola form picturesque patterns across the landscape, and
the magnificent sunsets and immense night skies are something
to experience.

The many sports complexes throughout the shire are a sign of
the social nature of its people and friendly competition between
towns. Golf, hockey, football, swimming, netball, tennis, bowls,
basketball and equestrian sports are just some of our
recreational pursuits, and visitors are always welcome to join in.
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