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Places of Interest
An enjoyable drive throughout the Dowerin Shire

Tin Dog Creek Walking Trail and Bird Hyde — just off Redding
Road, approximately 100 metres from the tourist information
bay on Goldfields Road. Walk through some of the last stands
of untouched bush in the Wheatbelt. See overleaf for details of
both the long and short walkway routes.

Sundial. Positioned centrally within
the town square, the dial is an
abstraction of a wheat husk,
perched some 12 metres high. The
husk, as it is referred to, contorts
and folds through and around the
triangular legs finally terminating
at a shadow casting leaf.

Daren Lakes. A former series of
fresh water lakes, some 8
kilometres south of the townsite
marks the first settlement of
Dowerin in 1897. Around this time
the Coolgardie Goldfields were
declining and the forest country
seemed to offer better prospects
than the uncertainty of the
Goldfields. The first settlers at
Daren Lakes were the Anderson,
Couper, Stewart and Fraser families
encouraged by “the rich red soil of
the forest country” and the lakes
with permanent water during
winter. The Couper's organ brought
with the first Women Settlers to the
Shire and played on their first night
in the Dowerin Forest “mdde the
forest ring” and today can be
viewed as a precious exhibit of the Dowerin District Museum,
The extension of the railway in 1906 from Goomalling was
unable. to be built in the Daren Lakes area and as a
consequence, the townsite was moved to the present site.
Lool for the brass plaque marking the'spot where the original
town reserve once stood.
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Namelkatchem Reserve is a 600 acre CALM Class Al Reserve,
17km east of the town of Dowerin, at the intersection of the
Cunderdin-Minnivale and Goomalling-Merredin Roads. Still
visible today are Wagon wheel tracks made by travellers on
their journey tothe goldfieldsin the late 1800's.

Namelkatchem Well, which is

situated approximately 100
metres within the Namelcatchem
Reserve, was initially used to
provide water to miners
travelling to the Goldfields. It was
later used to provide water for
horse teams transporting wheat
to Minnivale. The well was built
some time before 1865, making it
the earliest European built
structure in the area. It held
sufficient water for 70 horses.

Naaning Well. On the 23rd of
April 1869, an expedition led by
the 22 year old explorer and

government surveyor, John
Forrest camped overnight at
Naaning Well. The party included
a Mr George Monger as the
second in command, Mr Malcolm

Hamersley, a probation prisoner
by the name of David Morgan
who was the expedition's shoe
smith, and two aboriginies,
Tommy Windich and Jemmy
Mungaro. The purpose of the
expedition was to search for the remains of another explorer,
Dr Leichardt and his party, who had disappeared into the West
Australian wilderness some time before.

Dowerin Centenary Park is the perfect picnic break complete
with built in BBQ, picnic furniture and plenty of room for the
kids to play.
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Minnivale was once a thriving little local community with a
co-op, baker, butcher, boarding house, post office, bank,
sports facilities, church and a state school. “On train days, up
to 30 horses and carts would be tied up at Harris's store as
most people would come to town”. Much of the town is still
intact although a range of buildings are now in private hands.
Spotthe old Bakery oven located on site.

A new history is emerging in
Minnivale with the development
of the Wheatbelt Heritage Rail
project which promises to
reinvigorate Minnivale as a
themed rail heritage town.
Although in its early stages, work
has commenced to transform the
former Minnivale Wheat bin into a
Heritage Rail Interpretative Centre
showcasing the impact of rail on
the social and commercial fabric of
the Wheatbelt through static and
interactive displays.

The Rabbit Proof Fence No.2 runs
north/south through the eastern
third of the shire. It was built in
1907 —1908 and much of the fence
remains in good condition.
Mileposts mark the distance from
the south coast. The fence
originally went from Point Anne to
north of Cue, where it turned east
to join Rabbit Proof Fence No.1 at
Gum Creek.

It is one of three long fences in the

state designed to control the rabbit plague, which could
wreak enormous havoc in agricultural areas. The fences failed
in their purpose, although much time and money was
expended to make them work. They stand as a monument to
human intention to control a pest, which was and is a national
problem. The fences are an indication of the widely held fear
of the rabbit invasion and the limited and desperate ideas
used to control the pest.




